
Newbery Award Winning Books 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
JA Alex, Libby, Hoopla 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all 
that quivering. 'Cuz tonight I'm delivering," raps twelve-year-old Josh Bell. Thanks to their dad, 
he and his twin brother, Jordan, are kings on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in 
his blood—he's got mad beats, too, which help him find his rhythm when it's all on the line. 
 

 

 

 

Freewater by Amina Luqman-Dawson 
JA Luqm, Libby 
After an entire young life of enslavement, twelve-year-old Homer escapes Southerland 
Plantation with his little sister Ada, leaving his beloved mother behind. Much as he adores her 
and fears for her life, Homer knows there’s no turning back, not with the overseer on their 
trail. Through tangled vines, secret doorways, and over a sky bridge, the two find a secret 
community called Freewater, deep in the recesses of the swamp. In this new, free society 
made up of escaped slaves and some born-free children, Homer cautiously embraces a set of 
spirited friends, almost forgetting where he came from. But when he learns of a threat that 
could destroy Freewater, he hatches a plan to return to Southerland plantation, overcome his 
own cautious nature, and free his mother from enslavement. Loosely based on a little-mined 
but important piece of history, this is an inspiring and deeply empowering story of survival, 
love, and courage. 

 
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 
JA Appl, JA BOCD Appl, KIDS WONDERBK FICTION Applegate, Libby, Hoopla 
Inspired by the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated book is told from 
the point of view of Ivan himself. Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of 
his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He 
hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, 
his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from 
the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes. In the tradition of 
timeless stories like Charlotte's Web and Stuart Little, Katherine Applegate blends humor and 
poignancy to create an unforgettable story of friendship, art, and hope. 
 



The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 
JA Gaim, Libby, Hoopla 
Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's the only living resident of a 
graveyard. Raised from infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery denizens, Bod 
has learned the antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as their ghostly teachings—
such as the ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see him. Can a boy raised by ghosts face 
the wonders and terrors of the worlds of both the living and the dead? 
 
 
 
 
 

New Kid by Jerry Craft 
JGN Craf, Libby, Hoopla 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But 
instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious 
private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his 
entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale 
Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not 
really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping 
his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself? 
 
 
 
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
JA DiCa, JA PLAY DiCa, Libby, Hoopla  
Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, and a 
princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and 
covets a world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl 
who harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three characters are about to embark on a 
journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and, 
ultimately, into each other's lives. What happens then? As Kate DiCamillo would say: Reader, 
it is your destiny to find out. 
 
 
 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
JA Lowr, Libby, Hoopla 
As the German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, Annemarie 
Johansen's family takes in Annemarie's best friend, Ellen Rosen, and conceals her as part of 
the family. Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance 
smuggles almost the entire Jewish population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, 
across the sea to Sweden. The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride 
and human decency in the world even during a time of terror and war. A modern classic of 
historical fiction, Number the Stars has won generations of fans and continues to speak to 
today's readers. Jessica Grose wrote in a November 2022 New York Times essay entitled "This 
Perfect Mother-Daughter Read Holds a Powerful Lesson for Fighting Antisemitism": "Number 
the Stars is particularly relevant to our family, and to this moment." 

 



When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller 
JA Kell, Libby, Hoopla 
Would you make a deal with a magical tiger? This uplifting story brings Korean folklore to life 
as a girl goes on a quest to unlock the power of stories and save her grandmother. When Lily 
and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight out of her 
halmoni's Korean folktales arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family history. Long, long 
ago, Halmoni stole something from the tigers. Now they want it back. And when one of the 
tigers approaches Lily with a deal—return what her grandmother stole in exchange for 
Halmoni's health—Lily is tempted to agree. But deals with tigers are never what they seem! 
With the help of her sister and her new friend Ricky, Lily must find her voice...and the courage 
to face a tiger. 
 
Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George 
JA Geor, Libby, Hoopla 
Julie of the Wolves is a staple in the canon of children's literature and the first in the Julie 
trilogy. The survival theme makes it a good pick for readers of wilderness adventures such as 
My Side of the Mountain, Hatchet, or Island of the Blue Dolphins. To her small village, she is 
known as Miyax; to her friend in San Francisco, she is Julie. When her life in the village 
becomes dangerous, Miyax runs away, only to find herself lost in the Alaskan wilderness. 
Miyax tries to survive by copying the ways of a pack of wolves and soon grows to love her new 
wolf family. Life in the wilderness is a struggle, but when she finds her way back to civilization, 
Miyax is torn between her old and new lives. Is she the Miyax of her human village—or Julie of 
the wolves? 
 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
JA Barn, Libby, Hoopla 
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in 
the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in 
the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny 
Dragon. Xan rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families on the other side of 
the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. One year, Xan accidentally 
feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. 
Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s thirteenth 
birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge—with dangerous consequences. 
Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the 
witch.  


