
America at 250:  
Read a book about the United States in honor of its 250th anniversary. 
 
1776 by David G. McCullough 
HISTORY US 1700s McCullough, Libby e-book & e-audio and hoopla e-audio 

This masterful book tells the intensely human story of those who marched 
with General George Washington in the year of the Declaration of 
Independence. Based on extensive research in both American and British 
archives, 1776 is a powerful drama written with extraordinary narrative 
vitality. It is the story of Americans in the ranks, men of every shape, size, 
and color, farmers, schoolteachers, shoemakers, no-accounts, and boys 
turned soldiers. It is the story of the King's men, the British commander, 
William Howe, and his highly disciplined redcoats who looked on their 
rebel foes with contempt and fought with a valor too little known. 

 
We the People by Jill Lepore 
GOVERNMT DOCUMENT Lepore, Libby e-book & e-audio and hoopla e-audio 

Relying on the extraordinary database she has assembled at the 
Amendments Project, Lepore recounts centuries of attempts, mostly by 
ordinary Americans, to realize the promise of the Constitution. Most of 
those efforts have failed. Although nearly twelve thousand amendments 
have been introduced in Congress since 1789, and thousands more have 
been proposed, only twenty-seven have ever been ratified. Without 
recourse to amendment, she argues, the risk of political violence rises. So 
does the risk of constitutional change by presidential or judicial fiat. 

 
America’s First Daughter by Stephanie Dray & Laura Kamoie 
F Dray, Libby and hoopla e-book & e-audio 

From her earliest days, Patsy Jefferson knows that though her father loves 
his family dearly, his devotion to his country runs deeper still. As Thomas 
Jefferson's oldest daughter, she becomes his helpmate, protector, and 
constant companion in the wake of her mother's death, traveling with him 
when he becomes American minister to France. And as scandal, tragedy, 
and poverty threaten her family, Patsy must decide how much she will 
sacrifice to protect her father's reputation, in the process defining not just 
his political legacy, but that of the nation he founded. 



 
50 Pies, 50 States by Stacey Mei Yan Fong 
COOKING BAKING PIES Fong 

There's nothing quite so American as a slice of pie. That's what Stacey Mei 
Yan Fong learned growing up in Singapore and Hong Kong, watching 
movies set in the United States and dreaming about taking a road trip 
from coast to coast, stopping at diners along the way. After college in 
Savannah and a decade as a fashion designer, Stacey turned her 
passion for home baking into an ode to her chosen home: honoring the 
people, places, and flavors that made her love this country with a pie for 
each state.  
 

Songs of America by Jon Meacham & Tim McGraw 

ENTERTAIN MUSIC SONGS Meacham, Libby e-audio  
Beginning with the battle hymns of the revolution, and taking us through 
songs from the defining events of the Civil War, the fight for women's 
suffrage, the two world wars, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights 
Movement, the Vietnam War, and into the twenty-first century, Meacham 
and McGraw explore the songs that defined generations, and the cultural 
and political climates that produced them. Through all the years of strife 
and triumph, America has been shaped not just by our elected leaders 
and our formal politics but also by our music. 

 
America the Beautiful? by Blythe Roberson 
Bio Roberson Blythe, Libby e-audio and hoopla e-book & e-audio  

Borrowing her Midwestern stepfather's Prius, Roberson heads west to the 
Loop of mega-popular parks, over to the ocean and down the Pacific 
Coast Highway, and, in a feat of spectacularly bad timing, through the 
southwestern desert in the middle of July. Along the way she meets new 
friends on their own personal quests, learns to cope with abstinence while 
missing the comforts of home, and comes to understand the limits--and 
possibilities--of going to nature to prove to yourself and your Instagram 
followers that you are, in fact, free. 

 
 



Rebellion 1776 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
T Ande, Libby e-book & e-audio 

In the spring of 1776, thirteen-year-old Elsbeth Culpepper wakes to the 
sound of cannons. It's the Siege of Boston, the Patriots' massive drive to 
push the Loyalists out that turns the city into a chaotic war zone. Elsbeth's 
father--her only living relative--has gone missing, leaving her alone and 
adrift in a broken town while desperately seeking employment to avoid 
the orphanage. Just when things couldn't feel worse, the smallpox 
epidemic sweeps across Boston. Now, Bostonians must fight for their lives 
against an invisible enemy in addition to the visible one.  
 

Dead Presidents by Brady Carlson 
GOVERNMT PRESIDENTS Carlson, Libby and hoopla e-audio 

In Dead Presidents, Carlson takes readers on an epic trip to presidential 
gravesites, monuments, and memorials from sea to shining sea. With an 
engaging mix of history and contemporary reporting, Carlson recounts the 
surprising origin stories of the Washington Monument, Mount Rushmore, 
Grant's Tomb, and JFK's Eternal Flame. With an infectious passion for history 
and an eye for neglected places and offbeat characters, Carlson shows 
that the ways we memorialize our presidents reveal as much about us as it 
does about the men themselves. 
 

South to America by Imani Perry 

LP SOCIALSCI EQUALITY RACIAL Perry, Libby and hoopla e-book & e-audio 
We all think we know the South. Even those who have never lived there 
can rattle off a list of signifiers: the Civil War, Gone with the Wind, the Ku 
Klux Klan, plantations, football, Jim Crow, slavery. But the idiosyncrasies, 
dispositions, and habits of the region are stranger and more complex than 
much of the country tends to acknowledge. In South to America, Imani 
Perry shows that the meaning of American is inextricably linked with the 
South, and that our understanding of its history and culture is the key to 
understanding the nation as a whole. 
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