Back to the ’40s:
Read a book set in the 1940s.

At the Water's Edge by Sara Gruen
F Grue, Libby e-book & e-audio

After disgracing themselves at a high society New Year's Eve party in
Philadelphia in 1944, Madeline Hyde and her husband, Ellis, are cut off
financially by his father, a former army colonel who is already ashamed of
his son's inability to serve in the war. When Ellis and his best friend, Hank,
decide that the only way to regain the Colonel's favor is to succeed
where the Colonel very publicly failed--by hunting down the famous Loch
Ness monster--Maddie reluctantly follows them across the Atlantic, leaving
her sheltered world behind.

White Chrysanthemum by Mary Lynn Bracht

F Brac, Libby e-book & e-audio
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Korea, 1943. Hana has lived her entire life under Japanese occupation. As
a haenyeo, a female diver of the sea, she enjoys an independence that
few other Koreans can still claim. Until the day Hana saves her younger
sister from a Japanese soldier and is herself captured and fransported to
Manchuria. There she is forced to become a "comfort woman"in a
Japanese military brothel. But haenyeo are women of power and
strength. She will find her way home. This is a story of two sisters whose love

® for each other is strong enough to triumph over the grim evils of war.

The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson
HISTORY WWII EUROPEAN Larson, Libby e-book & e-audio
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On Winston Churchill's first day as prime minister, Adolf Hitler invaded
Holland and Belgium. Poland and Czechoslovakia had already fallen,
and the Dunkirk evacuation was just two weeks away. For the next twelve
months, Hitler would wage a relentless bombing campaign, killing 45,000
Britons. It was up to Churchill to hold his country together and persuade
President Franklin Roosevelt that Britain was a worthy ally--and willing to
fight to the end.



The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris
LP F Morr, Libby and hoopla e-book & e-audio

In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is transported to the
The

| concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his captors discover

' Tattooist of

that he speaks several languages, he is put to work as a tattooist, tasked
with permanently marking his fellow prisoners. Imprisoned for over two and
a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism but also
incredible acts of bravery and compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his
privileged position to exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews

for food to keep his fellow prisoners alive.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

T Zusa, TEEN BOOKONCD Zusak, Libby e-book & e-audio
MARKUS ZUSAK It is Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
THE busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living

'BOOK outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by

IH'EF stealing when she encounters something she can't resist-books. With the

VA ‘ help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares

! her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with

the Jewish man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that

Bt OUINS With intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak has given us one
of the most enduring stories of our time.

A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell

Bio Goillot Virginia, Libby e-book & e-audio
wew vork e spucees |0 1942 the Gestapo sent out an urgent fransmission: "She is the most
AWOMAN OFNO dangerous of all Allied spies. We must find and destroy her." The target in
lMPORTANCE their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who talked her way into
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Special Operations Executive, the spy organization dubbed Winston

Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines and--despite her prosthetic
leg--helped to light the flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing
secret warfare as we know it.



The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows

F Shaf, Libby e-book & e-audio and hoopla e-audio
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January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World
War, and writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who
could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man she's never met,
a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name written
inside a book. As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters,
Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and his friends--and what a
wonderfully eccentric world it is. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for
Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.

The All-Girl Filling Station's Last Reunion by Fannie Flagg

F Flag, Libby e-book & e-audio
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Mrs. Sookie Poole of Point Clear, Alabama, has just married off the last of
her daughters and is looking forward to relaxing and perhaps traveling
with her husband, Earle. The only thing left to contend with is her mother,

| the formidable Lenore Simmons Krackenberry. Lenore may be a lot of fun

for other people, but is, for the most part, an overbearing presence for her
daughter. Then one day, quite by accident, Sookie discovers a secret
about her mother's past that knocks her for a loop and suddenly calls into
question everything she ever thought she knew about herself, her family,
and her future.

Dear Mrs. Bird by AJ Pearce
F Pear Emmy Bk.1, Libby e-book & e-audio

AJ PEARCE

Author of Mrs. Porter Calling and Yours Cheerfully

London, 1940. Emmeline Lake is doing her bit for the war effort,
volunteering as a telephone operator with the Auxiliary Fire Services. When
Emmy sees an advertisement for a job at the London Evening Chronicle,
her dreams of becoming a Lady War Correspondent suddenly seem
achievable. But the job turns out to be working as a typist for the fierce
and renowned advice columnist, Henrietta Bird. As the German planes
make their nightly raids, and London picks up the smoldering pieces each
morning, Emmy secretly begins to write back to the readers who have
poured out their tfroubles.



